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. Throughout their undergraduate studies, students are led through a learning experience that is intended to prepare them for their postgraduate pathway, be it entry into the workforce or into postgraduate study and/or research.
The Melbourne Curriculum, launched at The University of Melbourne in 2008, 'featured six broad, three-year undergraduate degrees characterised by both disciplinary depth and academic breadth' 2 . In the Melbourne Curriculum, each major area of study culminates with 'a 'capstone' experience in the third year (understood as offering both disciplinary and cohort coherence and a bridge between the undergraduate experience and what lies beyond)' 3 . These capstone subjects are an integral part of the final year of each course, and are intended to 'enhance students' capacity to apply their theoretical knowledge to applied real world issues and demonstrate their ability to provide coherent solutions' 4 .
In addition, it was intended that 'undergraduate education at a research-intensive university should be characterised by student encounters with teachers who are also researchers. . . (who provide) an introduction to the methodologies and ethics of research' 4 .
The Molecule to Malady (M2M) story
The designers of the subject BIOM30002 Biomedicine: Molecule to Malady were in a unique position to develop a curriculum for a compulsory subject in the BBiomed degree that sat outside the 'major', the necessarily focussed and deep study stream in a particular area or discipline(s), and could thus focus on giving students an opportunity to examine scientific problem-solving, A defining feature of the BBiomed degree is that, each year, students complete a number of compulsory cross-disciplinary core subjects that provide them with an extensive and common base of scientific knowledge -this prior learning is extended by the content of the M2M subject, giving students a much-valued context for their core studies. It is expected that students will utilise their core knowledge in microbiology and immunology, genetics, and anatomy and physiology of the brain, bone and muscle as they progress through the six modules of M2M.
In designing the M2M subject we asked our teachers to demonstrate that a better understanding of the molecular basis of disease leads to better diagnosis and prognosis, and especially treatment with drugs and other interventions that specifically target the disease and/or pathogen; i.e. by understanding the specific molecules that are key to the pathology, treatment of the malady becomes much more targeted and likely to work, with fewer side-effects.
Our aim was to develop two of the key graduate attributes specif- The M2M subject touches on elements of many of the majors that students are undertaking, while remaining relevant to the class as a whole in its holistic approach to the understanding of disease.
The topics and methods of presentation, e.g. patient interviews, were selected to complement rather than overlap the teaching and learning provided in the BBiomed majors.
The teaching team for M2M is wholly made up of clinician-research- Table 1 .
It is particularly encouraging to see the excellent responses in Q1, Q4 and the improving responses in Q9. Given that this is a compulsory subject for an elite cohort (clearly-in ATAR usually >98.5), the survey responses are viewed as particularly strong testament to the excellent teaching within the modules and the very good 'back office' support.
More than 50% of the students in the M2M cohort seek admission to postgraduate medicine and allied health degrees, and a significant section of the cohort wish to pursue careers as research scientists.
We believe that the exposure to leading clinical and research experts has been both motivating and enlightening for our studentsproviding them with a unique opportunity to understand the methodology behind the approaches to dealing with diseases in our society. This should allow them to apply these principles to unfamiliar problems they may face in the future.
We have included a portion of the video-taped interview of 
Questions
(1) Overall, this subject has been intellectually stimulating (2) Overall, this subject has been well co-ordinated (3) Overall, this subject has been supported by useful learning resources (4) Overall, this subject has been well-taught (5) Focusing on my own learning in this subject, I have been required to work at a high standard (6) Focusing on my own learning in this subject, I found the assessment tasks useful in guiding my study believe, a powerful educational moment for the students in the class, and exemplifies the core principles of M2M.
